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Pioneers in Online Education
CLU’s Online MBA Program Called ‘A Noble Experiment’

Author(s): Alicia Doyle
Date: December 13, 2004 
Section: Business and Stocks

Correspondent California Lutheran University is launching an online MBA program in financial planning 
that educators say is the first of its kind. 
Beginning in January, students will have the opportunity to get certified via live chat rooms, e-mail, message 
boards, Web pages, Power Point presentations and pre-recorded lectures. 
People who complete the course successfully are eligible to sit for the CFP Certification Examination, said 
Somnath Basu, director of the California Institute of Finance and a finance professor in the School of 
Business at California Lutheran University in Thousand Oaks. "This is rare because there are only 14 
programs in the country with an MBA in financial planning, and none of them are online," Basu said. 
The CLU campus offers the only CFP board-registered program that features an online master of business 
administration program geared solely toward financial services professionals, he said. The program is based 
on a rigorous curriculum and registered by Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. in Denver, 
Colo. 
"We have big hopes for the future," said Ann Farnham, project manager for the online program. …

Copyright, 2004, Ventura County Star
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