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SESSION: #977513 BEST PRACTICES OF ONLINE LEARNING
Discussion of best practices when beginning or adding online learning to
financial planning curricula

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2007
4:00 PM—4:50 PM

PRESENTER: Dr. Somnath Basu, Ph.D.
California Lutheran University
60 West Olsen Road, Suite 3500
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360

Dr. Basu is a Professor of Finance at California Lutheran University and the Director of its California Institute of
Finance. Dr Basu earned his B.A. in Economics, University of Delhi, MBA (Finance), Marquette University and a
Ph.D. (Finance), University of Arizona. Dr. Basu is extensively published in the field of financial planning and is
an award winning teacher. He has significant consulting experience with US Fortune 100 companies, advising
institutional money managers and in developing proprietary financial planning software.

Dr. Basu recently chaired the Model Curriculum Revision Committee for the CFP Board of Standards and on the
Executive Committee of the Program Directors Conference, Co-Chair of the Global Co-Curriculum Committee
for the FPSB and is on the Executive Committees of both US and International CFP Program Directors. He is a
founding member of the Foresight Group, an FPA think-tank group. His new book, co-authored with Professors’
Block and Hirt, “Investment Planning for Financial Professionals” written specifically for planners, was released
by McGraw Hill, in May 2006.
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Correspondent California Lutheran University is launching an online MBA program in financial planning
that educators say is the first of its kind.
a ts will h 0
wer Point presentations and pre-recorded lectures.
fully are eligible to sit for the CFP Certif
omnath Basu, director of the California Institute of Finance and a financ f St
Business at California Lutheran University in Thousand Oaks. “Thi b e are only 14
programs in th y an MBA in fi | planning, and none of them online," Basu said.
The CLU campus offers the only CFP board-regi I features an online master of business
ely toward financial services professionals, he said. The program is b
on a rigorous Cl gistered by Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. in Denver,
Colo.
“We have big hopes for the future," said Ann Farnham, project manager for the online program.
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